Rob Oostendorp

Dr. Rosheger

Cultural Heritage

March 30, 2001

Dante Canto VIII


Canto VIII confused me, I realize that they are descending down into and through hell and have gone through all of the circles. They are outside the city of Dis and the poets and the pilgrim are threatened by thousands of fiendish angels. So, I don’t know, but have to assume that the fiendish angels are what we think of as demons. However, in the summary at the beginning of the Canto, it describes these things as howling figures. When I hear howling figures, the word demon does not enter my mind, the dead does. That is why I’m confused. I don’t know if these figures are dead humans in the tower or demons. Why does this concern me? Because, the intensity of the pilgrim being scared depends on who was intimidating me. If I were Dante traveling through hell with the poets and I saw a bunch of dead humans yelping at me, I would think of the experience and popularity of my crew and it would comfort me. On the other hand if these were demons I would so scared words can’t describe. 


I believe that the reason why the demons would not let them enter into the city of Dis is because of the pilgrim. I found it interesting that Dante wouldn’t let us hear what the demons were saying to Virgil. 


Another part of the Canto(s) I liked was Virgils bluff about the help coming. Just imagine being in his spot. They won’t let us through. Whistle. Now, help from heaven is coming. Help is coming. Help is, HELP! Finally, after an almost heart attack in Canto IX, the help comes.

